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		ANC: “The right to self-determination is not exercised a single time and then lost, it is a perpetual right”	
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                                                        I had the opportunity to interview members of the Catalan National Assembly and ask them questions regarding the “Catalan way”, the current state of Spanish politics and their vision of the future. We met in their headquarters in Barcelona and conversed in Spanish. The following is a summary of our interview, not a verbatim transcription. The opinions expressed in this article are not mine and none of the factual statements made have been verified by me. Any errors or misrepresentations of the statements of the speakers are entirely my own responsibility. This transcription has been reviewed and approved by the participants.



Present:
Ricard Gené, Secretariat
Maarten de Jongh, Economy Sectorial
Irene Martín, National Secretariat Nacional and coordinator of “El País de Tots”;
Josep Pedrol, Secretariat
Anna Salvans, Public Relations
Josep Vazquez, Economy Sectorial

Questions:

1. What is the Catalan National Assembly?


We are a voluntary association of individuals who are dedicated to obtaining the independence of Catalonia. It is a citizens’ organization with between 500 and 550 territorial assemblies in Catalonia, more than 30 abroad and more than 50 sectorial assemblies. The territorial assemblies are constituted through local initiatives and require 20 signatures in order to be recognized. The foundational assembly was constituted on the 10th of March, 2012 and has since grown to include 32,000 to 33,000 dues paying members and more than 20,000 associate members who cooperate with us, but do not pay dues.

We leave ideology at the door. Above party politics, the ANC is composed of people dedicated to the common project of building the nation. Almost all of the Catalan parties are represented in our ranks, but no one is allowed to take a partisan position in any official act or statement for the Assembly. This has been a tremendously enriching experience which has opened the minds of many of our members; it has obliged us to work with other Catalans that may have radically different opinions from our, except on the question of independence.

Five years ago, for many of us, independence would have been inconceivable. The decision by the Constitutional Court to reject large parts of the Catalan Statutory Reform in 2010 acted as a catalyst to convince many people that there was no longer any other solution open to the Catalan people. It began before that even, when the People’s Party organized a campaign to gather signatures against the statutory reform. The People’s Party tried to convince Spaniards through these campaigns that “Catalonia is trying to rob us” which was humiliating and served to increase tensions. Although the People’s Party was aiming to score points against the governing Socialist Party, they were actually slapping the Catalan people in the face. There have been many other deceptions and disillusionments, but that one was the worst: it was the one that made us realize that there could never be an understanding with the rest of Spain.


In truth, the situation had begun to deteriorate rapidaly in 2003, which is when we finally decided that it was necessary to reform our Statute of Autonomy; precisely because the old charter was being whittled away and ignored from some time. There are many laws the government is not complying with, such as the law returning the archives of the Civil War years to Catalonia from the National Archives in Salamanca. Or the ruling by the Constitutional Court in favor of the Generalitat in the management of university grants; that ruling still hasn’t been implemented. We could give many more examples. The Council of Statutory Guarantees (Consejo de Garantía Estutaria) publishes a list of infractions and violations of the competencies pertaining to the Autonomous Communities, which now amounts to a very sizeable tome. Foreigners can’t believe that this is true, that no one demands accountability or are ignored, but that is how it is. When some people say that the demand for a referendum is principally due to the impact of the financial crisis, it is a lie: it might have exacerbated the situation for some people, but it was never the principal motivation.

2. What does the ANC do?

We have lots of very capable volunteers who are collaborating with us in our work.

In the Secretariat, we organize official acts and events, prepare and send out communications. We work with the very practical objective of trying to convince the public. Basically, we are working on five projects at this time:

“El País de Tots”(Everyone’s Country):  a space where we want to provide information and arguments to convince undecided and uninformed voters, as well as for maintaining social cohesion, something that Catalonia has always enjoyed;


“El País que Volem” (The Country We Want): an open platform where any and all citizens can participate, giving their views on what they would like a new Catalan state to look like. It was launched three weeks ago and is starting to gain traction. Anyone can propose anything, and these ideas will be presented for consideration to the first Parliament of an independent Catalonia;

“Catalunya al món” (Catalonia to the World): we are trying to capture international attention, working with journalists – or with anyone interested in speaking with us – not with the purpose of convincing them, it’s not about that; rather with the goal of explaining our point of view and our reasons for believing what we believe. We’ve come to realize that understanding can often depend on cultural context. Anglo-Saxons tend to understand us quite well, because they are cultures focused on democracy and citizen empowerment; while Italians and Germans, because of their recent history of national consolidation, sometimes see things differently;


“Signa un Vot” (Sign For Your Vote): we propose to collect signatures to present a mass petition to the Catalan government and elected officials, based on our right to petition, which is a fundamental civil right codified in Spanish law, in European law and in International law;

“De La Desobediència a la Soberania” (From Disobedience to Sovereignty): we are trying to paint the picture of the change that is coming in order to prepare people for it. They are going to go from being accused of civil disobedience by the Spanish state, to being sovereigns in their own new Catalan state. This is a big change in perspective and takes some getting used to.

Our basic and most important objective is to remain true to our democratic and non-violent principles. After that, we obviously want to secure the right to vote; and once we secure the right to vote, we want to convince citizens to vote “yes”.

In the Economy Assembly, we have volunteer economists working to analyze relevant economic information, especially to clear up the doubts and uncertainties that the people have. We work closely to help our colleagues in the other assemblies by preparing different types of analyses regarding the most interesting and frequently asked topics: what will happen to jobs, to pensions, to infrastructure. There is much more we’d like to do, but it is still slow going. Our biggest success came at the end of March, we organized a forum in Barcelona of internationally recognized Catalan economists; this event was very successful and had a global reach.

The territorial assemblies are in touch with the people; the sectorial assemblies provide the information and analysis that the local assemblies request; we prepare documents, presentations, we’ve even written a book, though it is not yet translated into English. One of the principle studies we are currently undertaking is the analysis of the Catalan contribution to the Spanish budget and how much of it is returned to Catalonia as investment.

Another of our current campaigns is “Declárate a Catalunya” (Declare Yourself in Catalonia): once our citizens have filed their income tax returns to the Spanish Treasury, we are asking them to share that information with the Catalan government. This is so that a future Catalan Treasury would have the necessary tax data for its own citizens, something that the Spanish Tax Authority refuses to share. Even when it is the Catalan Parliament that asks for the information.  There is a provision in the reformed Catalan statute which requires the joint management of Catalan fiscal matters by the Generalitat and the Spanish Tax Authority by means of a consortium. This provision was not among those annulled by the Constitutional Court’s ruling; notwithstanding, there has not been the slightest effort made to develop it.

The statute also established a bilateral commission between the Spanish and Catalan governments whose purpose was to oversee the transfer of those competencies which were to be devolved to the Generalitat. During what was left of the PSOE’s second administration, the commission did meet, though with meager results. The commission has not met even a single time in two and a half years, ever since the People’s Party won an absolute majority in the last general elections; despite repeated and insistent petitions by the Generalitat that it should do so. It is curious to us that the People’s Party should demand that Spanish laws be obeyed, when they are the first to ignore and violate them. After all, the Catalan Statute is a Spanish fundamental law (Ley Orgánica), approved by the Spanish Parliament; it is not an invention of the Catalan Parliament. It is also a political pact, and that pact is not being respected.

3. The Spanish government insists that, in 1978, Catalans voted in favor of the current Spanish Constitution and cannot unilaterally ignore it.

Yes, in ’78 we voted in favor of the Constitution, because Catalans wanted to recover their democratic rights and put an end to Francoism. Since then, however, what we have seen is that promises are broken, the legal framework doesn’t protect us and since we are a minority – and always will be – we have no possibility of reforming the constitution. What does it matter if our parents’ generation voted in favor of the constitution thirty years ago? The majority of the Basques voted against it; so? Does that mean they can leave anytime they want? Apparently not. That argument suffers from a grave legal fallacy: the right to self-determination is not exercised a single time and then lost, it is a perpetual right. A new generation of Catalans now claims that right in order to decide whether or not they will live under the same constitution.

After many years of beating our heads against the wall of the Spanish state, trying to reform it into something more multi-national, we’ve come to the conclusion that it is best to simply jump over that wall. A country where the rule of law is treated so frivolously – not just towards Catalans, but towards all Spaniards – is not a serious country.

4. What is the relationship of the ANC with the Catalan government?

There is a commission in the Secretariat that meets once a month with all political parties that support the referendum; evidently we don’t meet with the People’s Party or Citizens Party. With the Catalan government there are no official ties, only through our dialogue with the parties. There could be personal contacts between members of the ANC and the government, but nothing official and there is no political coordination. Nobody here wants to make trouble for the government, they have worries enough as it is. It is not true, as some suggest, that the ANC is setting anyone’s agenda in the government.

5. How do you evaluate the results of the European elections? The Republican Left (Esquerra Republicana) won a historic victory over their partners in government, CiU: what lessons do you take from these results?

It’s not exactly true that CiU lost the election – they ended up winning 100,000 more votes than they did in 2009. But Esquerra did win a higher percentage than CiU.

The reading we make is that people voted on the basis of each party’s stance on the referendum and the party that gives the best guarantees of that is ERC. These elections were turned into a sort of “pre-vote” on the referendum and that’s how people saw it. With CiU, people have more doubts about their commitment to the consultation, especially after comments made by Unió leader Durán i Lleida. Also, one of the euro deputies from CiU (the one from Unió) will be sitting with the People’s Party delegates in the same European Party alignment, which generates even more doubts in people’s heads.

6. What impact will the abdication of King Juan Carlos I and the succession of his son as Felipe VI have on the “Catalan way?” Has this event change the political calculus in Catalonia?

The ANC doesn’t have an official position on the king’s abdication. It is obvious that the Prince will want to offer an alternative – a “third way” – and perhaps to introduce some rationality and moderation to the situation. The fact that he speaks Catalan is all well and good, but when the Prince came to Catalonia last time, he met with a very small group of Catalan businessmen, primarily those with substantial business interests in the rest of Spain. Very good: but if he really wants to participate in the debate as a good faith negotiator, he ought to meet with the people that actually want independence, and explain to us why we should change our minds. The monarchy talks about changing its image, but the day after the abdication announcement, they celebrated an official event with the King and Prince in military uniform, surrounded by military officers, Civil Guards and priests. That is very much the old and disreputable image of the monarchy; they ought to have done a better job of scheduling events! It won’t be enough to speak Catalan with a certain degree of proficiency to convince the people to give up their rights.

We don’t expect much to change; at least those of us in the Assembly have no interest in maintaining any link to Spain or the monarchy. If their purpose was to distract us, they will not succeed. If the monarchy had really wanted to make progress in Catalonia, they should have taken steps a long time ago: now we really can’t see that there is anything they could do to change the situation. Our objective is to continue organizing the independence referendum in accord with our firm conviction that the Catalan people have a right to decide their own future.  We say that with all due respect to the Spanish Crown and the Spanish Key, but that’s how we see them: as pertaining to Spain, not Catalonia.

7. The new party Podemos has erupted onto the political scene as a potential third force at a national level, yet it received almost no votes in the Catalan provinces. What is the ANC’s position with respect to Podemos and their program? To what do you attribute the lack of support for Podemos in Catalonia?

Primarily because Catalonia has the added dimension of the independence movement and so the traditional (Catalan) parties were not punished as severely as in the rest of Spain, as was the case with the People’s Party and the Socialists.  In fact, CiU ended up winning more votes in absolute terms, thought they lost in relative terms to ERC.

8. The performance of the Catalan human castles was just celebrated in 7 European cities in support of a Catalan referendum. How do you see international opinion towards the plebiscite? Has it evolved or is it still the same?

The objective of the castellers was to reach places we had not yet reached, to be seen on front pages and on TV in countries that had little or no knowledge of the objectives of the Catalan process. In Germany, for example, we had a lot of coverage thanks to the unexpected appearance of Pep Guardiola; in London, there was a great photo of the castellers in front of London Bridge; in Paris, with the Eiffel Tower; in Brussels, at the Grand Place. The idea was also to demonstrate the values of the independence movement; of a human project, working together, as a team, with great effort and coordination; in the end, more than 5,000 castellers gathered in over 80 cities, though it was the performances in the seven European cities that received the most attention because they were staged simultaneously and were thus easier to communicate to the local press.

Compared to 2 years ago, yes, there is a lot more international awareness; before there were no articles in the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times, the Financial Times or the Guardian, but now there are. Besides, the international press is starting to understand the important issues at stake, like democracy: why can’t there be a democratic referendum in Catalonia like there is in Scotland? It’s also true that a few years ago, lots of international papers depended on their local correspondents in Madrid, who had a very definite opinion. They accused of us being a bunch of wealthy elites who wanted our independence in order to pay less in taxes; but bit by bit, the international press is changing its message and focusing on the Catalans’ arguments.

9. Is there any acceptable alternative to independence? Is there any possibility or interest of maintaining some link to Spain – for example, a dynastic union under the Bourbon crown or a Federalist model?

At the end of the First World War, the last Kaiser of Austria-Hungary, Karl I, brought together the representatives of the Slavic people of the Empire and proposed to them a pact to change the Dual Monarchy into a Triple Monarchy and so avoid the fragmentation of the Empire. But the Slav delegates answered: “Your Majesty, that is what we have been asking for all these years; but now it is too late.”

From our point of view in the Assembly, no other possibility exists. A dynastic union between the two states as independent and equal, rather than confederal, is simply not credible: they would not offer it and we would not want it. Such an offer might have been acceptable years ago, but not anymore. Regarding a constitutional reform to create a new federal structure for the state: if they don’t even obey the current constitution, why should we believe that they would obey a new one? Independence is the only guarantee that we have – that they’ve left us – of our rights.

10. How would you explain the “Catalan way” to an American audience?

We are in a situation where our constitutional right to autonomy is not and never has been respected. Not only is there a complete lack of willingness to develop the degree of autonomy in Catalonia that had been agreed upon, there is in fact a grave regression in terms of powers that had already devolved. Some examples of these include: the new Education Law; the Law on Market Unification; the Law on Rationalization of Local Administrations (municipalities and provinces); the Law on Commercial Operating Hours; the obstruction of the restitution of the archives stolen and relocated by Franco; the proposal to re-centralize responsibility for workplace and labor conditions inspections; the protection of the centralized and monopolistic airport administration prior to a partial privatization in the future; and the reform of the Law of Ports.

There is also the question of incompatible values. New laws that are examples of political and social regression that affect all of Spain such as: the proposed Law on Abortion; the proposed reform of the Administration of Justice; the promotion of bullfighting; the limitations imposed on free access to the justice system; among others.

Since we are a minority in the country, and always will be, and faced with the definitive rejection of negotiation by the Spanish government, we recognize the utter impossibility of reforming the status quo. For these reasons, the solution is independence. We’re not talking about changes in national ideology, shifts to the left or the right that might suit us more or less; we are dealing with a situation in which we either submit to permanent political and cultural subjugation or else we free ourselves. With the former, we face the extinction of our freedom, of our language and of our culture.

In the end, our political cohesion has been broken: but it has been broken by the Spanish government, not by the Catalans.

Section: Economy and Business

11. Recently there has been good news about private investment in Catalonia. How do you see the evolution of the Catalan economy this year? Which are the most attractive sectors for American investors?

Catalonia is a technological leader in Spain. For example, the sectors of medical research and development, the bio-pharmaceutical industry, the agro-food sector, the automotive industry, the audio-visual industry. This information is available to foreign investors on the webpage: “Invest in Catalonia”.

12. Certain Spanish politicians and analysts have said that the independence of Catalonia would ruin the Catalans. How do you view this forecast? If you disagree with it, could you please explain why?

The only one who could ruin the Catalan people is the Spanish government. None of the calamities these people warn of come directly out of our independence, rather they would be the fruits of the Spanish government’s revenge. The expulsion of Catalonia from the Euro, the imposition of frontiers and trade barriers where none exist; all of these would be imposed by the Spanish government as they certainly don’t interest the Catalan government in the least. In other words, the pain inflicted on the Catalans would come from the settling of accounts of a vengeful Spain. But if there is a negotiated solution, there will be no catastrophe: and it is in the Spanish government’s best interest to negotiate so as not to be saddled with the entire national debt, which they could not repay.

13. The same authors warn of massive capital and deposit flight in the event of a declaration of independence. How do you evaluate this possibility’ What guarantees or measures are being contemplated by the Catalan government in the event of a “yes” victory to prevent this from occurring?

There would be greater legal guarantees in an independent Catalonia than in Spain today, where no one respects the laws or signed covenants, like in the energy sector. In any case, the Catalans haven’t lost their minds and our objective isn’t revolutionary, it is democratic. Private investments would continue to be treated according to the existing laws and would be protected absolutely. It should be obvious that the multinationals that are investing in Catalonia today aren’t in the least bit worried: it is simply not credible that they would have started so many important projects in 2013 –   nearly half of all industrial investment in the whole of Spain for that year – if the investors were worried about what might happen in Catalonia. In spite of the scare tactics employed by the Spanish government, we might add.

Spanish legislation is already adapted to European standards; and any new legislation or standards adopted subsequently by an independent Catalonia would also be in accordance with European norms. That is why investors don’t care whether Catalonia is independent or not; nothing would change for them. What might matter more is the possibility of a Spanish boycott on Catalan products after independence; but in fact, we are already living with this boycott since 2005/2006. One study done a few years ago estimated that the boycott could cost us as much as 2% of our GDP every year. But, in some sense, this has actually benefited Catalan businesses, who had to turn to exports and were thus better prepared to deal with the crisis when it came.

14. What would be the attitude of the Catalan government with respect to the Catalan public debt and the Spanish public debt in the event of independence? What guarantees could the new state offer to protect invested capital and assure the payment of interest?

That is more properly a question for the Generalitat, we can’t answer it from the Assembly. Nevertheless, it is probable that the Spanish government will have to negotiate: European and international creditors will want what is owed them, and so they will put pressure to come to an agreement on how to divide the public debt. What’s more, what happens in Spain will affect the rest of Europe and the Euro. It is hard to believe that the Spanish government’s intransigence will be allowed to ruin the whole European Union.

Thank you for this interview.

Published with permission of the author.

                        
                                                                        
                    


                                            
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                            

                        

                                        

                


                            
                
                
                    
                        
 
                        
                                                                                     
                                

	
    
        
            
        
    

	
    
        
            
                
            
            
                
                    
                
            
        
    

	
    
        
            
        
    

	
    
        
            
        
    

	
    		
			
				
			
		
		
		
	
    
        
            
        
    

	
			
				
					
				
			
		

 
                                


  
    

     COMENTARIS
  
  
    Comenteu
  

                            
                            
                        

                        

                    
                                    
                

    


	
		
							


	Recomanem



	

	
		
			‘La tertúlia proscrita’ especial eleccions 12 de maig		

	

	

	
		
			Toni Comín: “Jo podria encapçalar la llista europea si no ho pogués fer Puigdemont”		

	

	

	
		
			El Regne d’Espanya amaga l’amnistia al TEDH i defensa la condemna de Marchena de l’1-O		

	

	

	
		
			Adrián Sas: “Em mantindré ferm, i molt probablement la meva condemna serà íntegra”		

	

	

	
		
			Un electrodomèstic va originar l’incendi a Campanar: què podeu fer a casa per prevenir-ho?		

	

	

	
		
			Què hem de fer si apareixen esquerdes a casa? Quan ens hem de preocupar?		

	

	

	
		
			Un Parlament de Catalunya amb seu a Madrid: adeu a una legislatura dependent de les negociacions amb el PSOE		

	

	

	
		
			Jaume Asens: “Llarena es trobarà obligat a amnistiar Puigdemont”		

	

	

	
		
			Pascual Sala: “La llei d’amnistia és constitucional”		

	

	

	
		
			Amand Calderó, l’home d’ERC al capdavant de les presons que irrita els sindicats		

	

	

	
		
			La Pissarreta: Tres grans partits i més factors que dificulten grans canvis i sorpreses a les eleccions		

	

	

	
		
			Escàndol i polèmica a Andorra per la trampa del ‘Rei d’OnlyFans’		

	

	

	
		
			València s'acomiada de les Falles		

	



					

	


	
	
		
      		
				
					
					La premsa lliure no la paga el govern. La paguem els lectors.
					

					
					Fes-te de VilaWeb, fem-nos lliures.
					

				

        		
					
						Fer-me'n subscriptor
						des de 75€ l'any

					

        		

        		
					
						
						Fer una donació
						


						
							
								10€
							
	
								25€
							
	
								50€
							
	
								100€
							
	
								+
							


			
            			

          			


					
					
						

						
						o envia’ns el teu telèfon i et trucarem
						

					

        		

      		

    	

  	




			
			
				
			

		
	
			
			

			
			

			
			
			
		

	






	
		
			
				
					
						
							
							
							
							
						
						
							
								
							
						
					
				
			

			
					
						
							
								
							

						
					
	
						
							
								
							

						
					
	
						
							
								
								
							

						
					
	
						
							
								
								
							
						
					
	
						
							
								
								
							

						
					
	
						
							
								
							

						
					


			

		

		
			

		
	





	
		
			
				
					
						En què creu VilaWeb?
					

					
						VilaWeb existeix per a donar veu a la gent dels Països Catalans, amb
						la voluntat de servir d’instrument de control del poder, des de la
						defensa dels valors progressistes, lluitant pel bé comú, per la
						llengua catalana, per la llibertat i la cultura.
					

					Saber-ne més
				

			

			
				
					
						Seus de la redacció
					

						
							
								
Barcelona

								C. Ferlandina, 43

								08001 Barcelona

								934 426 439
							
						
	
							
								
València

								C. Sant Ferran, 12

								46001 València
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					Partal, Maresma i Associats SL
				

			

		

	



		
			
				
					
						
							
							
						
					

				

				
					
						
						Enviar una còpia a un amic
						
						
							
								Nom
								
							
							
								Correu electrònic
								
							
							
								Missatge
								
							
							
								Nom a qui va dirigit
								
							
							
								Correu electrònic a qui va dirigit
								
							
							*Separa els diferents correus amb comes

							
							
							Enviar
							

						

						

						

						
							
						

					

				

			
		



	
		
			
				
					
					
				
			

		


		
			Funcionalitat només per a subscriptors


			
				
					Aquesta funcionalitat és per als membres de la comunitat de Vilaweb.
					Si encara no en sou subscriptors, cliqueu en aquesta pàgina per
					veure’n els avantatges.
				

			


			
				

					
						
							
								FES-ME’N SUBSCRIPTOR
							
						

						
							
								JA EN SÓC SUBSCRIPTOR
							
						

					

				

			

		

	



	
		
			
				
					
					
				
			

		

					
			
				
					S'ha afegit la noticia a Favorits.
				

			
			
		

	


	

	
		
			
				
					
						
							
						

						
							
						

						
							
						

						
							Categoria


						

						
							Cercar
						

					
					
					
						No s’han trobat resultats per a la teva cerca.
					

				
				

									
				

				
					
				

			

		

	


























  

    
      Subscripció al butlletí


      

        
            
            
                
                    Nom
                    
                
                
                    Cognoms
                    
                
                
                    Correu electrònic
                    
                
                
                    Telèfon
                    
                

                
                    	
                            
                            Consentiment de dades
                            

                        
	
                        Us informem que les dades de caràcter personal que ens proporcioneu seran tractades per Partal Maresma i Associats S.L. com a responsable del tractament. A Partal, Maresma i Associats, S.L. utilitzem la informació que ens faciliteu per enviar-vos els butlletins d'informació de VilaWeb i de les activitats que organitzi aquest diari, sobre la base del consentiment que ens proporcioneu marcant la casella anterior. No es preveuen cessions a tercers ni transferències a tercers països. Podreu exercir els vostres drets d'accés, rectificació i limitació i suprimir les dades a l'adreça electrònica dades@vilaweb.cat, com també el dret de presentar una reclamació davant una autoritat de control. Podeu consultar la informació addicional i detallada sobre protecció de dades a la nostra política de privadesa
                        
	
                            We use Mailchimp as our marketing platform. By clicking below to subscribe, you acknowledge that your information will be transferred to Mailchimp for processing. Learn more about Mailchimp's privacy practices here.
                        


                


                
                    
                    
                        
                        
                        Autoritzo l’enviament dels butlletins de notícies de VilaWeb
                        
                    
                    

                


                
                    S’han produït un error amb la connexió del servidor.
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                        Cancel·la
                    
                    

                
                

                
                    
                

            

        

      

    

  

        
        		

	
	
	
    
    
    
      	
    

    
    

        
    	


