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		‘A transition agreement’ can keep Catalonia within the EU, underlines the Catalan President	

	
	
	

	




        			 
		 
		
    
        
            
                
                    [image: VilaWeb]
                

            

            
                
                    [image: VilaWeb]
                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                
            
        

        
            
                
                    
                

            
        

        

    

    
            
                                
            
                                
        


		
			
	
				Redacció		
				30.12.2013 - 12:09

			
	

						

					

				

			
	
    
                
                            
                
                    
                        
                            
			
			
				
					
						[image: VilaWeb]
					
				

				
					Redacció				

			

		
	

                            


                                                            
                                                                            


	Recomanem



	

	
		
			Puigdemont espera de guanyar la darrera batalla europea abans de tornar de l’exili		

	

	

	
		
			‘La tertúlia proscrita’: Comença la pre-campanya i tornen les polèmiques		

	

	

	
		
			El gran forat negre de García-Castellón: l’espionatge pot arribar fins avui		

	

	

	
		
			Maria Nicolau: “Hem perdut la noció de què és cuinar, estic indignadíssima. Prou!”		

	

	

	
		
			Elies Campo: “Els nous Pegasus podrien indicar la següent persona a infectar”		

	

	

	
		
			I si detinguessin Puigdemont? La gran decisió que hauria de prendre el Suprem		

	

	

	
		
			Carmina Andrés: “Dir Països Catalans, les Illes, Catalunya, País Valencià, fa por, ara”		

	

	

	
		
			À Punt, la memòria, la llengua… PP i Vox donen forma a l’ofensiva anticatalana i antidemocràtica		

	

	

	
		
			El TC suspèn la ILP per la independència amb l’admissió del recurs del govern de Pedro Sánchez		

	

	

	
		
			Eduardo Zaplana ho nega tot		

	

	

	
		
			Puigdemont anuncia que deixarà la política activa si no pot ser investit		

	

	

	
		
			Sentència històrica: Un grup d’àvies aconsegueix que el TEDH condemni Suïssa per inacció amb el canvi climàtic		

	

	

	
		
			García-Castellón dóna vint-i-quatre hores als investigats del Tsunami perquè diguin on es troben		

	



                                                                    

                                                        
                        

                    


                                    
                            

    
        
                     

        
            
                
La premsa lliure no la paga el govern, la paguen els lectors


Fes-te de VilaWeb, fem-nos lliures            
        

    



                        
                        
                                            
                                                    	
    
        
            
        
    

	
    
        
            
                
            
            
                
                    
                
            
        
    

	
    
        
            
        
    

	
    
        
            
        
    

	
    		
			
				
			
		
		
		
	
    
        
            
        
    

	
			
				
					
				
			
		

                        
                                                    
                                30.12.2013 - 12:09

                                                            

                                                        In an interview with the Italian newspaper La Repubblica published on Friday, the President of the Catalan Government, Artur Mas, emphasised that an independent Catalonia would “want to remain” within the European Union. Mas highlighted the need to reach “a transition agreement” in the event of an independent Catalonia in order to ensure its uninterrupted continuity within “the Eurozone, the EU, the Schengen Area and the NATO”. This “transition regime” should ensure that Catalan citizens and companies continue benefiting from EU rights, while contributing to the EU budget, from the first day of Catalonia’s independence to its full-membership as an independent state.




In addition, Mas insisted that, if the Spanish Government bans the self-determination referendum, he will have to call plebiscitary elections in order to give Catalans the opportunity to vote on their collective future. Besides, Mas announced he “will quit politics soon”; “at most” he will be in office for just “another term” to “push forward the [self-determination] process”.

La Repubblica’s interview is mostly focused on Catalonia’s self-determination process, the reasons to call for such a vote and the need for independence from Spain. The President of the Catalan Government emphasised that the self-determination referendum “will take place” one way or another. If the Spanish Government does not allow a referendum or a specific consultation vote on this issue to take place, Mas pointed out that plebiscitary elections would be called. In theory, the next Catalan elections should take place around November 2016, but the Catalan President has the power to call them earlier if he deems it best to do so. By holding plebiscitary elections, Catalans would in any case have the opportunity to vote on Catalonia’s political future.

The Catalan President aims to quit politics “soon”


Artur Mas explained that, at personal level, supporting independence was “a complicated but necessary” move. He also rejected the idea that Catalans should mistrust his pro-independence views because he had not expressed them earlier in his life. On a more private note, Mas announced he is thinking about quitting politics “soon”. “Personally, I only have disadvantages [out from politics]. Only big problems […] I think I will quit politics soon”, he stated. However, immediately after he nuanced his statement and added: “At most, I will stay in office for another term, if the conditions to push forward the [self-determination] process are met”, he said. In fact, Mas is linking his political future to Catalonia’s self-determination issue; in previous interviews he already said he would remain in office to pilot the process and, when it ended, he would retire. “I want to go back to my life”, he said in the interview with the Italian newspaper, as he feels “tired”. Nonetheless, he said he carries on because “it is needed”.

Economic and banking sectors would not oppose independence

In the event of a separation between Catalonia and Spain, the banks and other economic sectors would not oppose it, said Mas, who was Catalan Minister for Finances and the Economy between 1997 and 2001. “Banks are not interested in politics; they look for profitability. Catalans have an income per capita of € 27,000, like the Germans. Spanish banks have 20% of their market here [in Catalonia]. Ideals do not exist in the business world, there is only [economic] interest”, he underlined. According to him, these economic interests would lead banks and multinationals to not oppose independence and work for a smooth adaptation to the new political framework.


“A transition agreement” to remain within the EU

In response to the common idea that an independent Catalonia would automatically be out from the European Union, Mas insisted that Catalonia is proposing “a negotiated” process within the legal framework. In this vein, he said the European Union should listen to the “will” of the Catalan people to ensure a smooth accession within the EU as an independent state. “It would be a pity to be out from the EU, because we want to remain within it. We have to reach a transition agreement to avoid being expelled from the EU. We want to remain within the Euro, the Union, the Schengen Area and the NATO”, he stated.

Scotland already proposed such a transition agreement

In fact, the Scottish Government suggested in its White Paper for independence a similar formula. The Scottish Government proposed that, in the event of independence, a transition protocol should be negotiated between the day after the referendum and the day before independence. Then, this protocol would be in place from the first minute of independence to ensure that EU Treaties continued being in force for Scots and companies working in Scotland, so they could have all the EU benefits. Meanwhile, a fast-tracked accession could be negotiated and approved to have Scotland as an EU Member State on its own right.
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